
 

What is IB? 
 

The mission statement: 
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who 

help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. 
 

To this end, the organization works with schools, governments, and international organizations to develop 

challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate  and lifelong 

learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

 

 

 

Global Context 

Identities and relationships 

Who am I? Who are we? 

Students will explore identity; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; 

human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; what it means to be human. 

 

Orientation in space and time 

What is the meaning of “when” and “where”? 

Students will explore personal histories; homes and journeys; turning points in humankind; discoveries; 

explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of 

individuals and civilizations, from personal, local, and global perspectives. 

 

Personal and cultural expression 

What is the nature and purpose of creative expression? 

Students will explore the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 

and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend, and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

 

Globalization and sustainability 

How is everything connected? 

Students will explore the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the relationship 

between local and global processes; how local experiences mediate the global; reflect on the 

opportunities and tensions provided by world interconnectedness; the impact of decision-making on 

humankind and the environment. 

 

Fairness and development 

What are the consequences of our common humanity? 

Students will explore rights and responsibilities; the relationship between communities; sharing finite 

resources with other people and with other living things; access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Scientific and technical innovation 

How do we understand the world in which we live? 

Students will explore the natural world and its laws; the interaction between people and the natural 

world; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on communities and environments; the impact of environments on human activity; 

how humans adapt environments to their needs.   

 



 

 

IB Learner Profile 

Inquirers 

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn independently 

and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life. 

 

Knowledgeable 

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines. We 

engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance. 

 

Thinkers 

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex problems. 

We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

 

Communicators 

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many ways. We 

collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

 

Principled 

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for the 

dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

 

Open-Minded 

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and traditions of 

others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the experience. 

 

Caring 

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to make a 

positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us. 
 

Courageous 

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and cooperatively 

to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges 

and change. 

 

Balanced 

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives - intellectual, physical, and 

emotional - to achieve well-being for others and ourselves. We recognize our interdependence with other 

people and with the world in which we live. 

 

Reflective 

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our 

strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development. 

 

 

 

   



 

 

Approaches to Learning (ATL) 

 

Approaches to Learning are the skills that have relevance across the curriculum. We teach 

these explicitly throughout the five years of the program so students can “learn how to learn.” 

 

ATL Skill Categories  MYP ATL skill clusters 

Communication  I. Communication 

Social  II. Collaboration  

Self-management  III. Organization 

IV. Affective 

V. Reflection 

Research  VI. Information Literacy 

VII. Media literacy 

Thinking  VIII. Critical thinking 

IX. Creative thinking 

X. Transfer 

 


